
20 Years A Growing
As our teams take to the field for our 20th season we look forward 
to 2018 knowing it will be one of the most exciting years ever for our 
young club. With more teams lining out each week and our nursery 
continuing to grow, and we are right to be optimistic for the future.

Our clubhouse building project is well underway and on course for 
an autumn completion. The building of our clubhouse will enhance 
the facilities at Somerton for everyone to enjoy.     

Rooted in the community, our club is volunteer led. Volunteers are 
the life blood of the GAA. Whether it’s marking a pitch or selling a 
lotto ticket, I would encourage anyone to give a few hours a week to 
the club. Just contact us at info@castleknock.net. Recently, we have 
seen more of our current and recently retired adult players getting 
involved with juvenile teams. Their experience and enthusiasm 
has been a great benefit. I know they have found it a rewarding 
experience.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our sponsors who 
support our club. Through their help we are able to provide Gaelic 
games to hundreds of players every week.  

I wish our members and friends all the best for the coming season.            

Charlie Spillane 
Chairperson, Castleknock Hurling and Football Club   

Adult Awards 
Night
Castleknock Golf Club was the 
venue for our Adult awards night. 
With master of ceremonies Sean 
McLaughlin in charge, over 150 
members attended to celebrate 
our achievements of the season 
past. Guests of honour were the 
senior camogie and minor hurling 
teams. Pics: Shay Hogan

New ‘Knock boss 
won’t rip up formula
Castleknock’s new Senior Football Manager, 
Colm Nally, says he doesn’t intend “to reinvent 
the wheel” writes Paddy Hewson, as Nally takes 
over the reins for the upcoming season. However, 
the former Louth coach does have a clear vision 
of what he wants to do with the top tier side. 
Impressed with the progress made by the 2016 county finalists he 
expresses his admiration for the work already done at the club. “I want to 
continue the good work of the previous management teams. I won’t be 
ripping up the formula, I want to add to it” says Nally. 

Having been involved in the inter-county scene as both player and 
manager he brings a wealth of experience to the club and we wish Colm 
and his team all the best for 2018.
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Dub Stars at 
DCU 
The DLGA kicked off 2018 with the 
annual Dub stars game at DCU. 

Congrats to our own Niamh 
Rafferty who was chosen to line 
out in front of the biggest crowd 
ever to attend a Ladies Dubs Stars 
game.   

Clubhouse Update
Blockwork is now moving at a pace. We expect steady progress over 
the next few months to complete the structure. Remember, access 
to site is forbidden. Keep an eye on club Twitter and Facebook for 
updated photos as we get closer to our planned completion date in 
September.

We are looking to set up a committee to manage the running and 
operations of the clubhouse. If you are interested in contributing to the 
continued success of the club contact chfc.clubhouse@gmail.com. 

Interested in 
getting involved 
as a volunteer 
with the club?
Just email info@castleknock.net 
to register your interest. Pictured 
is one of our newest coaches, 
ladies footballer Julie Rogers.  

Community Credit Union 
The club recently received a cheque for a cool ¤2000 from 
Community Credit Union. The Credit Union has been a long-time 
supporter of the club. 

Check out www.communitycu.ie for their deals on car, wedding 
and home improvement loans.   

P
ic

: 
S

h
a
y
 H

o
g

a
n

Are you 
Registered?
Club memberships are now 
overdue. Membership runs from 
November to October each 
year. Members on direct debit 
payment need to notify the 
Registrar if there are any new 
additions, changes in address 
or contact numbers.   

Family Membership     €384.00 
(monthly DD payment of ¤32)

Individual Membership   192.00 
(monthly DD payment of ¤16)

Remember, all memberships 
include 2 lines in our weekly 
lotto draw (value ¤4 per 
week / ¤2 per line)

Thanks to AIB, 
Blanchardstown
The Club recently received a 
nice boost as a result of the 
AIB home insurance promotion. 
Charlie Spillane was presented 
with a cheque for ¤2000 plus an 
equipment voucher. A Castleknock 
crew including Lauren O’Neill, 
Orlaith Higgins and the Finney and 
Warnock families were on hand to 
accept the cheque. Pic: Frank Gavin   

Pic: Shay Hogan



Féile
This year over 75 boys and Girls 
from will represent us in the annual 
Féile competition. To make this a 
very special memory both on and 
off the pitch the Féile fundraising 
team will be arranging some social 
events in the coming weeks. We 
are looking for all members to 
support these events. 

Events being planned includes” 
The Plough and the Stars” play 
night on March 22nd and the Féile 
Pub Quiz on March 16th. 

Cash For Clobber will also go 
towards funding Féile.  

GAA Then And Now
A new website GAA THEN AND NOW has been 
designed for lovers of hurling, football and other 
sports. You can explore often little known or long 
forgotten events in the words of the time in which 
they occurred. Included is story of the time when 
the All Ireland Champions refused to hand over the 
Croke cup! Other intriguing stories include “The 
Meath Kangaroo Hunt” and “Cricket for Savages-
Hurling for a Wife”. The man behind the venture is Kevin Mallon, a freelance broadcaster and journalist, 
who has enjoyed a lifelong involvement in the GAA and was Castleknocks first public relations officer. 
He is also currently involved with the clubs 20th anniversary book project. 

You can read the full stories at www.gaathenandnow.com

Club Welcomes New GPO
The club is delighted to welcome our new games 
promotion officer, David Stephenson who took 
up the role with the club in recent months. An 
important role in the Club, the club GPO is best 
known for involvement with local schools, our 
nursery and in coach education. 

At 24, David, a graduate in sports science comes 
to the club with some fascinating experiences 
already under his belt. The Louth native even 
spent time working with the University of Oregon Ducks American 
Football team. He also gained a masters in sports administration from 
the famous Russian International Olympic University.                   

He lines out each week for his home club St Fechins and has been 
in involved in coaching club and county teams. Speaking to the 
Castleknock GAA Newsletter he says “I have really been impressed since 
arriving at Castleknock. Aside from the huge playing population, I think 
what I have found most interesting is the huge amount of volunteer 
coaches and administrators involved across all levels of the club. In my 
opinion, the club truly embodies the GAA ethos of volunteerism for the 
development of our games. “

Best of luck to David with his new role with the club or “  ” as they 
say in Russia.  

Book Open Night
Club Book open night took 
place recently in the Carpenter. 
Lots of members, past and 
present called in to contribute 
to the book. With profits to St. 
Francis Hospice the book will 
be published to coincide with 
the opening of the clubhouse. 

Cover design: Rob Wylie

Wedding Bells
Congrats to clubman Dave Leydon who recently got married to 
Yvonne Barrett. They were well supported on their big day by a crew 
from Castleknock. 

Also congrats to our own top fruit “Nudie” 
Hughes who got engaged to Ciara Byrne.   



Club Lotto
As we go the print our lotto 
jackpot stands at ¤5,600. The lotto 
is a valuable source of income for 
the club. Thanks to Jarlath Jolley 
at Rialto Ford and our lotto sellers. 
Also thanks our lotto pubs; The 
Carpenter, The Bell, Myos, De 
Brúns and Kavanaghs. 

Club Gaelach Caisleáin 
Cnucha – Cad atá ar siúl? 
Tá muintir an Chlub Ghaelaigh gnóthach faoi 
láthair sa Chlub. I mí Eanáir, thosaigh siad 
cleachtadh don scrúdú béil do dhaltaí atá ag 
déanamh na hArdteiste i mbliana. Beidh an 
cleachtadh seo ag dul ar aghaidh go dtí mí 
Aibreáin. Rud eile atá ag teacht aníos ná an 
Comórtas 7’s trí Ghaeilge. Beidh an Comórtas 
ar siúl ar an 10 Márta i Somerton. Tá fáilte roimh chách ar an lá. Is déis 
iontach é do chúpla focal a úsáid. Is Bliain na Gaeilge í seo freisin i 
mbliana! Más suim leat a bheith páirteach i spreagadh na Gaeilge sa 
Chlub is féidir leat dul i dteagmháil le Gary ar 086 332 1423.

The Club Gaelach are busy at the moment doing their best to 
promote the Irish language within the Club & local community. 
One initiative that was started in January is the group giving Irish 
oral grinds to Leaving Cert students in the Club, this will hopefully 
continue until April. Another major event that will be taking place 
soon will be the annual 7’s Tournament through Irish to celebrate 
Seachtain na Gaeilge. This will be taking place on Saturday 10th 
March in Somerton – all are welcome to come along and practice 
your cupla focail! 

If any club member is interested in joining the Club Gaelach you can 
get in touch with Gary on 086 332 1423. 

Pictured is club Irish Language and Cultural officer Gary O’Hara. 

Bacteria at the BT 
Three CCC students including Castleknock 
players Alison Egan and Caoimhe Harrington  
together with Áine Morgan were chosen 
to display their project about ‘Bacteria on 
Pedestrian Crossings’ at the BT Young Scientist 
competition in January. 

Pictured are the CCC girls looking happy with 
their work!    

Adult/Minor Players 
of the year 2017  
Minor A F/baller Sean Keenan

Minor B F/baller Eamon Dunne

Minor A Hurler Conor McGee

Minor B Hurler Hugh Hogan

Minor F/baller Molly O’Neill

Adult A F/baller Nicola Fagan

Adult B F/baller Rioghain Ni Locain

Minor Camogie Niamh Mulroney 

Adult A Camogie Molly O’Neill 

Adult B Camogie Eimer Stynes

Snr  F/baller Kevin Kindlon 

Inter  F/baller Luke Kearney 

Jun A  F/baller James Igoe 

Jun B  F/baller Joe Murray 

Snr Hurler Kieran Duggan 

Jun A Hurler Brian Carter 

Jun B Hurler Joe Murray 

U21 F/baller Cian Kelly 

U21 Hurler Liam Mulroney 

The Castleknock GAA newsletter is published by Castleknock GAA in print and digital editions. 
Edited by Aisling Rafferty and Paddy Hewson. Photo Editor: Shay Hogan.  

Thanks to Liam O’Flanagáin, David Stephenson, Rob Wylie, Ger Doyle, Grainne Corbett, Kevin Mallon, Gary O’Hara, Noel Dillon, Susan Cryan. 
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Printed Newsletter available at: Insomnia, Camile D.15, The Carpenter, Myo’s, Kavanaghs, De Brúns, O’Shea’s Merchant, The Bell, club nursery and local schools. 

‘Knock members show their talent

A handsome bunch attending 
our level 1 award coaching 
course in January.    
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